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by Count Podewils, his own Minister for Foreign Affairs,
what the Ambassadors were to say, Frederick prepared
a ruthlessly frank memorandum.

" At each Court/' he said, " these questions are to
be answered in a different manner: in London it must
be said that, as I have certain information that the
Duke of Lorraine is going to make an agreement with
France, I am making approaches to Vienna, so as to
urge them to side with the sailors and religion (the
Maritime and Protestant Powers). At The Hague we
must say that nothing against the Peace of Europe is
intended, that Frederick William made himself useful
to the Emperor Leopold, and met with nothing but
ingratitude; I, on the contrary, mean to recompense
myself first, and to do service afterwards. At Hanover,
at Mayence, we must talk about the necessity of heart-
felt patriotism, and say that I want to support the
Empire, and protect a House which is as yet weak."

Frederick was annoyed when Captain Guy Dickins,
the Charge d'Affaires at the British Embassy in Berlin,
was dissatisfied with evasive answers, and tried more
direct methods. Dickins asked the King frankly
whether he intended " to maintain the Pragmatic
Sanction."

Many young rulers would have been taken aback
and made shy by this unaccustomed bluntness from an
experienced diplomat, but Frederick was merely irritated.
More than that, so Dickins reports, Frederick was angry.
Dickins described his conversation with him to the
Foreign Office:

" * I know/ the King of Prussia replied haughtily,
' that you have no instructions which authorise you to
put such a question, but if you have received any, I
have only one answer to make: England has no right